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number decreased to 692, this being largely due to the transfer of jurisdiction in 
Ontario divorces from the Parliament of Canada to the Supreme Court of the 
province, with the consequent delay between the granting of the decree nisi and 
the decree absolute. In 1932 the number rose to 995, this figure being greater 
than the total divorces granted in the fifty years from 1868 to 1917, but in 1933 
it dropped slightly to 923. In 1934 the number rose to 1,106, an increase of 19 • 8 
p.c. over the 1933 figure and in 1935, 1,376 divorces were recorded—24-4 p.c. in
crease as compared with the previous high of 1934. The statistics of divorces 
granted in the years from 1911 to 1935 inclusive will be found in Table 21. (For 
divorces in each year prior to 1911 see the 1921 Year Book, p. 825.)* 

21.—Statistics of Divorces Granted in Canada, 1911-35. 
NOTE.—Only three divorces have been granted in Prince Edward Island since Confederation, one in 

1913, one in 1931 and one in 1935. In consequence of a decision of the British Privy Council, divorces in 
Manitoba Saskatchewan and Alberta have, subsequently to 1918, been granted by the courts of these 
provinces. 
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284 

424 
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10 
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118* 
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12 
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1454 

101 
4 

10 
13 
14 
8 

24 
36 
45 
41 
35 
22 
42 
30 
19 
29 
28 
30 
19 
36 
35 
27 
33 
52 

6 
42 
4 

12 
6 

11 
6 

10 
13 
15 
13 
12 
19 
15 
15 
12 
17 
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] Includes one judicial separation. 2 Includes one not effective till court costs are paid. 3One 
by Parliament, remainder by courts. 4 Granted by courts. 5 Two granted by Parliament, 
remainder by courts. 6 Includes one in P.E. Island. 7 Three granted by Parliament, re
mainder by courts. 

Section 4.—Deaths. 
Within the past century, and more especially within the past generation, there 

has occurred throughout the countries of the white world a notable decline in the 
death rate, except where man has brought death upon himself through wars and the 
aftermath of wars. How far this decline has been due to advances in medical 
science, how far to better sanitation and how far to the improvement in the general 
conditions of living, as a result of the increase in the productive power of humanity, 
is in dispute, but concerning the facts there is no doubt. 

Perhaps the most impressive testimony regarding this decline in the death rate 
is furnished by the mortality statistics of Sweden, where vital statistics have been 

* The General Statistics Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics publishes a bulletin on Divorce 
showing the sex of applicants and the number of persons remarried together with comparisons with certain 
other countries. Application for this bulletin should be made to the Dominion Statistician. 


